A New American in Higashikawa Jeany Rego

Hello! My name is Jenny Rego and I'm a new JET in
Higashikawa. I am working as an Assistant Language
Teacher at Higashikawa Elementary School teaching
1st, 3rd, 5th, and 6th grade. I also work twice a month
at the Yoji Center with the four and five year olds.

I came to Japan from Boston in the United States of
America. Boston is where the American Revolution
began, so it’s a city with a lot of history. We're also
very proud of our sports teams, especially our baseball
team the Boston Red Sox! We've had several Japanese
players including Daisuke Matsuzaka and currently
Hirokazu Sawamura.

I graduated in 2018 from Suffolk University in

Boston with a degree in international relations. Before

the pandemic, I was working for the European Parliament in Brussels. I enjoyed living in Europe, but it’s always been my
dream to come to Japan. I had never taught before working in Higashikawa, but I already love it! The kids are so much fun
and the teachers and staff have been incredibly welcoming. I'm so grateful to be working here.

I went to university in Boston, but my hometown where I grew up is actually about an hour south of Boston. It’s called
Freetown. It’s a small town with a lot of beautiful nature and a population of 8,000 people, very similar to Higashikawa.
We have forests and lakes instead of mountains and rivers, but the familiarity and comfort that come with living in a small
town are exactly the same. Perhaps that’s part of the reason why Higashikawa already feels like home.

I've been having so much fun meeting new people and exploring Higashikawa. I'm currently studying Japanese so if you
see me around town please don't hesitate to speak with me, I would love to practice! I only understand a little but I try my
best. Thank you again to everyone who has welcomed me to Higashikawa!
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