Gairaigo Oda Rines

When I first started learning Japanese it all seemed like a maze. The sen-
tence structure, the grammar, the three alphabets, how would I ever crack

the code?

Well, I still haven't cracked the code yet, but, I have realised that even in a
language that is distant from European languages, there is a sense of famil-
iarity. Excluding Chinese origin words, there are words that originated out-
side Japan; gairaigo. You might think that all the words written in Katakana

come from English, but that’s not always the case.

When I started teaching, one word blew my mind: Randoseru - a backpack
used at primary schools in Japan. It brought back memories from when I
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was going to start school and went to buy my first Ransel. In Norway, we use the same word when we talk about
school bags. It’s a Dutch origin word and would not be understood in native English speaking countries. The
same goes for words like rentogen (X-ray in German, and also used in Norway), pan (bread in French/Spanish)
and buranko (swings in Portuguese). Also, I had no idea that ikura came from Russian, I thought it was a Japa-
nese word. Well, one fun thing about learning Japanese is that you'll also learn words from other languages at
the same time! Why don't you try to find out where katakana words come from, too?
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